THE  MAN   WHO   KILLED THE   TSAR

" Well, Mr. Westgarth, I would like you and your
wife to go to South Russia and visit Liepitsk, where
there is a greater iron and steel works than Magneto-
gorsk to be built, as you are already aware. I
would like you to take a post there, go and have a
look round South Russia."

" There is only one thing would induce me to
go there/* I said.

" What is that, Mr. Westgarth ? " he asked.

" That I be given full control of the construction,"
I replied. " Put alongside me one of your own
people if you like, but pick an honest and conscien-
tious man. If you are willing to do this then we
can guarantee to have the works finished on time.
I would want British engineers and British machinery
to help me also. I have had enough of this graft
and mismanagement and stupidity/' I replied.

" Russians must always be in control of our
industries, Mr. Westgarth/' he said, " but don't
on that account leave us/' he added. " Ring me
up in three days and let me know that you will
take the trip/' was his closing remark.